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news that matters sent to your inbox

EPIC Beethoven and Ukrainian wartime poster
exhibit in Colorado Springs
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The idea for Educational Partnerships in Immersive Concerts started small, with a

cool acronym, a Ukrainian-born clarinetist and a dream in Colorado Springs.

“This has been a lifelong dream for me to run a chamber music concert series, the

kind of concert I would want to go to as a musician,” said EPIC co-founder and

artistic director Sergei Vassiliev, principal clarinetist for the Colorado Springs

Philharmonic since 2008.
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He envisioned a classical chamber music series that would bring in world-class

musicians from all over the globe, pairing them with the best local musicians for a

really “high-end” — but not-at-all “stuffy” — classical music experience.

“The idea was that we’ll break down that wall you have in a classical music concert

setting between the musicians and the audience,” Vasilliev said.

“It’s very interactive, and it’s also immersive in the sense that we actually have a

pretty strong visual component to our concerts.”

There’s even a PowerPoint presentation that plays behind the musicians, with the

name of the piece and an image of the composer.
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“When you see who composed the music, somehow you connect better — maybe be

more curious to look them up afterward.”

The 3-year-old EPIC plays its first show in a new venue — Ent Center for the

Performing Arts’ Chapman Recital Hall — 7 p.m. Friday, when select members of the

Colorado Springs Philharmonic will join with musicians from the Colorado

Symphony, on Beethoven’s Sextet for two horns, two bassoons and two clarinets.

“Before, we performed at Almagre, which is known mostly as a wedding and event

venue … and it worked well for our purposes then, but the Ent Center and its world-

class acoustics is just more fitting for classical music,” Vassiliev said.

The venue might be more classically upscale; the vibe is not, he said.

“We’re still going to make it a very informal and very intimate experience. They can

clap at any point, they can talk to us, and we talk to the audience a lot,” Vasilliev

said.
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One thing he’ll be talking about is a global issue that’s close to his heart, and

coincidentally playing out right next door, in spirit and complementary form, inside

EPIC’s new home.

“So our first concert at the Ent Center happens to

coincide with the opening of an exhibit of Ukrainian

anti-war artworks,” said Vasilliev, who still has

family trapped and struggling to survive in the war-

torn nation.

Ten Ukrainian contemporary artists created posters

interpreting the “truth about war crimes committed

by Russia on the territory of Ukraine” after the

superpower began a full-scale invasion on Feb. 24.

The free, traveling exhibition, presented as part of

the effort to fight Russian propaganda, opens with a

5 p.m. reception Friday and runs through Dec. 3 in

the Sheppard Project Space Gallery at Ent Center.

“I think it’d be a really cool thing for people to go see that,” Vassiliev said, “and then

go to our concert, where I’m probably going to talk about Ukraine as well.”

Ukrainian Sergei Vassiliev, a clarinetist for the Colorado Springs Philharmonic, plays music Thursday next to the flag
of Ukraine outside Colorado Springs City Hall. Vassiliev is leading efforts to raise funds to help Ukrainians called
Kharkiv Help. For more information, visit https://www.sergeiclarinet.info/ukraine.

,7#3(%@+5:07O+;7%+"#$%&&%

Sergei Vassiliev, left, principal clarinetist with the Colorado Springs Philharmonic

and artistic director of EPIC.
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Nastya Gaydaenko is one 10 Ukrainian
contemporary artists who created
posters interpreting the "truth about
war crimes committed by Russia on
the territory of Ukraine," after the
super power began a full-scale
invasion on Feb. 24. The exhibit of
Ukrainian wartime posters, presented
as part of the effort to fight Russian
propaganda, opens Friday and runs
through Dec. 3 in the Sheppard
Project Space Gallery at Ent Center for
the Performing Arts.
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New Federal Tax Credit Pays Business
Owners Up to $26,000 Per Employee.
Why?
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If Your Dog Eats Dry Food (Most Dog
Owners Don't Know This)
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Top Heart Surgeon: This Simple Trick
Helps Empty Your Bowels Every Morning
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Tommy Chong Reveals for the First Time:
Why I Went Cold Turkey
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You Might Be Surprised at Some of the
Dogs on This List - 27 Scariest Dog Breeds
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Colorado Springs Events
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Whirlyball Happy Hour
Whirlyball | Colorado Springs, CO

TUE
3

KaraSmokey Karaoke Club
Speak Easy Vape Loung... | Colorado Springs, CO

TUE
3

Fall Student Art Exhibition
Studio West Art Galle... | Colorado Springs, CO

TUE
3

UC Colorado Springs Men's Basketball vs Ch…
University of Colorad... | Colorado Springs, CO

WED
4

Choices Ethical Foundations for Coaches Vir…
Colorado Springs, CO
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Briefs: Fashion maverick
Vivienne Westwood dies,
China's COVID problem

Death of Pikes Peak State
College graduate has
family seeking answers

For first woman to record
1,000 laps in a year on
Manitou Incline, a
‘challenge within a
challenge’

Colorado Springs gets new
Mexican restaurant with
award-winning chef from
Mexico City

Colorado’s egg supply
strained; new law to allow
cage-free eggs only
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Tweets from @csgazette

The Gazette
·@csgazette 26m

Where good news shines

gazette.com
Colorado Sunshine: CU Buffs' KJ 
Simpson earns weekly Pac-12 honor
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The movie “Dumb and Dumber”
was partially set in Aspen, but
was actually filmed in which
Colorado town?

Denver

Boulder

Fort Collins

Breckenridge

Quiz
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